TAXONOMIC NOTE

THE STATUS OF BELLINUROOPSIS CHERNYSHEYV, 1933, AND
NEOBELINUROPSIS ELLER, 1938 (XIPHOSURA, BELLINUROIDEA)
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IN 1909, Matthew established Belinuropsis,
a monotypic xiphosuran genus based on his
new species Belinuropsis wigudensis from the
Silurian of New Brunswick, Canada. Cherny-
shev (1933) later erected Bellinuroopsis, a dif-
ferent monotypic xiphosuran genus based on
his new species Bellinuroopsis rossicus from
the late Devonian of the U.S.S.R. Eller
(1938a) claimed that Bellinuroopsis Cherny-
shev, 1933, was effectively a junior hom-
onym of Belinuropsis Matthew, 1909, and
introduced Neobelinuropsis nom. nov. for the
Russian genus. Subsequently, the name Neo-
belinuropsis has been used by all workers re-
ferring to the Russian genus; for example,
Eller (1938b), Stermer (1952, 1955), El-
dredge (1974), Bergstrom (1975), Fisher
(1982, 1984), Waterston (1985), and Siveter
and Selden (1987). Such usage was incorrect,
as avoidance of homonymy is achieved if
there is a difference of only one letter in the
names of two genera (International Code of
Zoological Nomenclature, article 56(b)), and
two letters distinguish Belinuropsis from Bel-
linuroopsis. Thus Neobelinuropsis Eller, 1938,
is a junior objective synonym of Bellinu-
roopsis Chernyshev, 1933, and an invalid
name. Chernyshev’s original, valid name and
authorship should be restored and used by
future workers.
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